EL BALVADOR: Reaction to Military Shakeup

ays the officer corps has
reacted posilively to recent com anccs @Pindicated the

changes have strengthened the authority of Defense Minisier Vides
and have encouraged him (o Iry to eliminata the death squads. Vides

and his doputyﬂconalderm ways 10 investigate and
neutralize rightwing lerrorists. *

Comment: The recent trar:sfers of more competent — but hardine
rightist—officers to key line units may improve combat performance
and help reduce Interng) dissatisfaction with ihe military hierarchy.
Nevertheless, most officers Prolyably are urwilling at this paint to turn
sgainst colleagues engaged in iflegal activities. As a result, Vides's

.buli Ii MOve against the death squads remains questionable QI
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